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eThe mystery
metal disappeared from his shirt
pocket just as he was
about to show it to the scientist.®

It was back in the
Seventies when a one-
armed Swiss farmer
named Eduard "Billy"*
Meiar declared hed
met exlralarrestrials
from the star syslern
Pleiadles. To prove his
vivid claims, he pro-
duced strange "alien”
instrumenls, along
with photos ¢l the
Pleladeian starships
and the E.T's, includ-
ng the blond, volup-
luous femals leader
Semjase, Although
Semjase looked aboul
(wenty-live orn thirly,
she was aclually three
hundred years of age,
Meler sald. What's
more, sha had taken

him' on fiying-saucer
rides and introduced
him to Jesus Christ

It's no surprisa that
Meier's claims were quickly debunked by a host of experts,
who said the pholos were. put fogether with double expo-
sures and models held by strings. The mystery instruments;
they added, were made of cheap and Gecidedly earth-
bound junk-shop alloys. The controversy, howeves, has re-
fused to die Its most recent incarnation is a book called
Light Years. in which journalist Gary Kinder concludes that
the Meier case should at least be left open.

Kinder bases his argument on an investigation led by re-
lired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Wendelle C. Sievens and
private deteclives Lee and Brit Elders, During the past'ten
years, Stevens and friends have conducted interviews with
Meler and have produced dozens of witnesses who say that
they have seen avidence of the Pleiadeian spacecraft.

Whal really piqued Kinder's interast, though, were reports
by respectable scientists who had cenducted laboratory
analyses of Meler's photos and miystery metals: Robert Post,

head of the pholography lab at NASAs Jet Propulsion Lab- |

orafory in Pasadena,
California. for exam-
pie. foid Kinder thal he
"couldnt see any-
thing thal was fake
about the Maer pho-
tas. They looked .

legitimate * The senli-
ment was echoed by
Michael Msiin, a pro-
fessor of pianetary
sciences =l Anizona
Stafe University. who
said the pheios “ap-
peartoiepresenl a
real phenomenon’;
and by spaciak-ef-
facts expert Wally
Gentleman (2007),
whe found it meredi-
ble that a one-armed
farmer with only a
sixth-grade sduca-
hon could have had
the money or the
craitsmanship o cor-
irive photos that, if
' faked. were obwuusly faked by an experl ToKinder, though,
the real eye-opener was an analysis of Meiers maiale by
IBM chemist Marcel Vogel, *| cannot explain the metal sam-

pie." Vogel concluded. "With any technoiogy that | know of,

we could it achieve this on this planet”
Even so, problems remain. The phiolographs were saveral
generations removed from the onginals, o that none of the

experts could say anything really conclusive. Worse yet. the

metal sampla mysteriously disappeared from Voge!'s shirl
pocket just as he was aboul 1o show it io another scientist.
Kinder acknowledges he problems. The Msier case, he
concludes; is "either a fascinating reality or @ fascinating
hoax." Experienced UFOlogists remain convinced It's the
tatter. “Skilled fakery, " says Jerry Clark -a director of the Cen-
ter for UFQ Studies In inois. Equally adamant is Walt An-
drus, head of the international Mutual UFQ network, In a
letter to Kindar's publisher he called the ad for Kinder's book
“hyped-up, unadulterated hogwasty, —BILL LAWREN
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